Government of Banglabush 


Banglabush, formerly a colony of Belgium, is in central Africa and has been 
independent since the mid-1970s. For the past 20 years, it has been ruled by the three 
Gumba brothers who lead the Party of the Revolution (the POR). There is a parliament 
but it is strictly controlled by the POR. 


Banglabush is an extremely poor country with a per capita income less than one- 
twentieth of the United States. Most of the wealth in the country is controlled by 
members of the Gumba family and their close friends and allies, or by Europeans who 
settled there during the colonial regime and remained after independence. Most of the 
arable land is owned by Europeans, some of them living abroad. The population of the 
more urbanized northern section of the country is predominantly Christian and heavily 
concentrated in townships ringing the capital city of Bushville. The southern part of the 
country is more heavily dispersed over a wide geographical area and the population is 
divided on religious lines with 40% Muslim, 20% Christian, and the remaining 40% 
following different tribal religions. 


Banglabush has severe public health problems. Diseases associated with 
malnutrition are rampant and in the past 20 years, AIDS has become pandemic with the 
proportion of the population that is HIV positive approaching 30%, more than half of 
whom are women and children. This is especially true in the southern, heavily rural 
section of the country. 


The primary export commodities in Banglabush are precious gems, particularly 
diamonds and rubies. It also has some uranium deposits which are mined to fuel its four 
nuclear reactors, built and run by the HAZMAT Corporation. These plants provide more 
than enough electric power for its domestic needs, and have made it an energy exporter as 
well. It has no known oil reserves. 


President Gumba maintains a private charity, the Discretionary Fund for 
Improving Life in Banglabush. Decisions on the use of this money are at the discretion of 
a Board, consisting of the President and his two brothers. HAZMAT, the largest foreign 
investor in Banglabush, makes regular, substantial contributions to this Fund. 


Banglabush has been the recipient of several substantial World Bank loans and a 
large proportion of the government budget goes to interest and repayment of this debt. 


Frame 
The government is sympathetic to GLOBALIZATION WITH A HUMAN FACE 
and to UNFETTERED MARKETS 


Success Indicators 

Domestic Elite Support (DES): This begins at 100 and is raised by actions that 
increase the wealth of the ruling family and its allies and is lowered by actions that 
reduce this wealth. 

External Investor Support (EIS): This begins at 100 and is raised by actions 
that increase the confidence of the international financial community in the reliability of 
investments in and the repayment of loans by Banglabush and is lowered by actions that 
decrease this confidence. 

Employment Rate (ER): This begins at 100 and is raised by actions that 
increase employment and/or wages for workers in Banglabush. It is lowered by actions 
that reduce employment and/or lower the wages of those currently employed. 

Overall Success = (2DES + 2EIS + ER) /5 


Recommended Reading from Resource Kit: 

You should make hard copies of the following parts of the Resource Kit to read 
ahead of time or bring with you to the game sessions: 
*** Glossary of Technical Terms. 
*** UNFETTERED MARKETS and GLOBALIZATION WITH A HUMAN FACE 
frames. 


The following parts of the Resource Kit are relevant for different proposals in the 
game. Here you may wish to employ a division of labor on your team in examining 
them: 


*** A-Team Special Programs, HIPC Initiative and Micro-Credit Programs. 
*#* SAPs (Structural Adjustment Programs) 
*** TMF Governance. 

**** TO Fundamental Conventions. 

*** Micro-Credit Programs. 

**** Regional Trading Blocs. 

*** Food Sovereignty. 

**** Restoration of Communal Lands. 

*** Investor Rights Clauses 

*** Canital Controls 

**** TRIP Agreements. 

** MEAS 

**** Tobin Taxes 


Notes and References: 

Banglabush is not based on any single country in the real world but is a composite 
of a number of different ones. It represents a country that is relatively poor in natural 
resources and is heavily underdeveloped. The particular cases in which it is involved are 
inspired by specific cases in the real world and the game attempts to simulate the 
particular structure of opportunities and constraints in which those real world actors were 
operating. 


Priority Rating for Committees 


Team 


1. High priority. A member of our team should be on this committee as a 
participant or an observer. 

2. Medium priority. If we have sufficient members on our team, one should be on 
this committee. 

3. Low priority. We have only a marginal interest in this committee and don’t 
need to be represented on it. 
Priority Rating for Committees: 

___ Development 

___ Trade 

Finance 
____ Debt Relief 


____ Corporate Regulation 


Countervailing Institutions 


Voting Form 


Team 


Committee recommending proposal: (Circle One) 
Development Trade Finance Debt Relief 
Corporate Regulation Countervailing Institutions 


Name of Proposal 


Vote: 
___ Yes, unconditionally. 


___ Yes, but on the following conditions: (specify) 


___ Abstain. 
__ No 
Committee recommending proposal: (Circle One) 
Development Trade Finance Debt Relief 


Corporate Regulation Countervailing Institutions 


Name of Proposal 


Vote: 
___ Yes, unconditionally. 


___ Yes, but on the following conditions: (specify) 


____ Abstain. 


No 


